
George Noel
“Skipper”

Born on the 7th February 1857 in Hogsthorpe, Lincolnshire.

Died on the 13th July 1916 at the Reserve Hospital Emden, section
“Tivoli”, Emden, Germany.



George was born in Hogsthorpe, Lincolnshire on the 7th February 1857.
His father was George Noell (sometimes spelt Nowell) who was
described as a wool comber and his mother was Ann Noell nee Beck.
Given his father’s occupation I have no doubt that he and his wife
travelled between farms carrying out his work and this is why they
were in Hogsthorpe at the time of his birth. There is also reference to
them being in Goole, East Yorkshire, Pockthorpe, Norfolk and Boston,
Lincolnshire.

George is shown on the 1871 census as a “Boy”, aged 15 onboard the
fishing smack “T. Me”. This vessel’s official number is shown as 20828,
its tonnage noted as 38, its port is recorded as Albert Dock and its
location was at sea, 30 miles west south west of Spurn Point with five
other crew. The captain is shown as George Craig.

The trawler S.S. Era was converted to a minesweeper during the First
World War and renamed the H.M.T Era. George was captain when, on
the 11th July 1916 off the coast of Aberdeen his vessel and the fishing
fleet it was protecting came under attack from two German U-boats.
George lost his hand during the attack and was transported back to
Germany with the other survivors where he died two days later from
blood loss.

George is buried in Hamburg, Germany.

Despite George being Mentioned in Despatches and his address at the
time of his death being recorded on his probate as 13 Eton Street he is
not remembered on the Eton Street Roll of Honour. He is also not
remembered on any fishing memorial that I can find.

He is however remembered on the National United Order of Free
Gardeners memorial inside Hull’s Holy Trinity Church as he was a
member at the time of his death.





ss ERA (H461) built by Mackie & Thomson Govan, Clyde

ss ERA (H461), built by Mackie & Thomson Govan.
Yard No: 252
Propulsion: steam, single screw, 40hp
Launched: Tuesday, 14/02/1899
Built: 1899
Ship Type: Steam trawler
Ship’s Role: Fishing
Tonnage: 168 grt
Length: 104 feet
Breadth: 21 feet
Depth: 10.7 feet

Owner History:
Great Northern Steamship Fishing Company (James Leyman), Hull.

Status: Sunk – 11/07/1916

Remarks:
O.N. 110720. 13/06/1899: Registered at Hull.
1916: War loss. Sunk by gunfire from U.69 off Aberdeen.
Previous update by Bruce Biddulph
Last updated: by Bruce Allan from the original records by Stuart
Cameron
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Emden, July 14th, 1916

Today, the head physician of the local royal reserve-military-hospital, recorded the written notice,
that the reserve-officer of englisch patrol boat S.M.T. “Era”, trawler-capitain George Noel, about 65
years old, protestant religion, living in Hull in England, born in Hull in England, name of parents
unknown, died in reserve-hospital Emden, section “Tivoli”, on July 13th, 1916 at 4.45 pm, due to

his wounds.

Funeral of an English officer.
This afternoon at a quarter past 2, the funeral of English captain George Noel took place. He had
died in captivity. The mortuary at the “Turnplatz” was adorned with flowers and draped in black.
The steersman, who had also been taken prisoner, laid wounded on a stretcher in front of it, to say
the final farewell in a mutely prayer. Exactly at a quarter past 2, eight marine-soldiers raised the

coffin, which was decorated with flowers and the English flag, to the wagon. The
“Landsturmkapelle” and a “Kompanie” infantry stepped forward to the wagon. Eight

high-ranking army and marine- officers and a detachment of 150 men followed the coffin to the
“Ehrenfriedhof” of the Lutheran Church. Reverend Blanke addressed a moving assembly in front
of the open grave, which was decorated with flowers and oak leaves. He said:” Ahead of us, there

lies a fallen enemy, in foreign ground, he now shall be laid to rest after the fight. He was no
coward! With tough courage and high endurance, he defended what was assigned to him, until he
had to surrender to his enemy. Now may he rest in peace.” With a prayer, three volleys over the

grave and the hymn “How they rest so gently” the soothing military funeral ended.

“Turnplatz” means a place for physical training, next to one of the military hospitals of Emden.

“Landsturmkappelle” means the military music-band of the local unit. Landsturm is the term for a
unit of older reserve-soldiers.

“Kompanie” was a part of a German regiment (12 Kompanien in a regiment). I don´t know, if
“company” would the correct translation.

“Ehrenfriedhof” specially means a cemetery on the ground of the Lutheran Church of Emden. The
Ehrendriedhof was built during the war, for the men that died in the military hospital and also

citizens of Emden.



The Hull Daily Mail. Tuesday, 5th September, 1916.








